DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
represented in the family. He did not discriminate; hence his tolerance."
I was somewhat dumbfounded as he concluded. The so-called atheist was the only person of whom this out-and-out theist spoke with warmth. In the face of such freedom from dogmatic belief I could not refrain from asking him why he did not become entirely non-denominational. I knew that he had been reproached with this.
"At that time," he said, "I was Privat Dozent in Vienna and was about thirty years old. I might have ceased to adhere to any denomination, because in Austria there was a kind of emergency religious body, just as there was an emergency civil marriage. Above all, I did not wish to arouse the impression that I was against religion or that, on the other hand, I wanted to lead a religious revival. If my nation and all the nations take religion in the ecclesiastical way I shall not play the part of the superman and take my stand outside the community entirely. Whoever thinks seriously and scientifically about religion is sufficiently isolated. Moreover, in case of my death I wished that my children should be brought up in a community that practised some religion. I chose the Evangelical Church because it
26